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Calling all readers! 

We would like to spread some joy. So from next week we will be creating a ‘Good 
News’ column on our newsletter. So if you have any good news to share that you 

would life features in our new column email it in titled Good News to  
admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk  

Oscar (Falcon) & Pippa (Maple) would like to let everyone know 
that after 3 years of being missing, their cat Cesc came back 

shortly before Christmas – they called it a Christmas Miracle! He 
had been hiding out near Tesco Laindon so not far away from us at 

all in those 3 years!   

 

Voyager class have chosen The Iron 
Man by Ted Hughes . 

It's a great story about a Robot find-
ing his way in the world and developing 
his personality. People think he's a ter-

ror for eating and destroying farm 
machines but is there a good reason 

he's doing it? 

It has themes about pollution and the 
environment that connect with today 
combined with action and the story of 
friendship between a robot and a boy. 

 

 

Sunflower Class: Riley S-P 

Daisy Class: Zaki K 

Daffodil Class: Penelope R 

Ladybird Class: Carter M 

Butterfly Class: Alice H 

Sycamore Class: Jacob W 

Maple Class: Aaron C 

Ocean Class:  Meliz D 

 

 

River Class:  Abbie L 

Amazon Class: Sam G 

Snowdonia Class: Mason O 

Eagle Class: Hollie J 

Falcon Class: Freya H-W 

Voyager Class:  Erika C 

Adventurer Class: John A 

Explorer Class: Lexi-Rae H 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Firstly, thank you for all the positive comments and messages 

we have had coming through. The staff at Merrylands will al-

ways try to do their best for our children and we are constantly 

monitoring and reviewing our systems and practice.  

There is no disputing the fact that January is always a diffi-

cult month but this year really does top them all. If you need 

support and guidance whether it be financial, family issues, 

etc or just need someone to talk to, then we are hear for you. 

Please pick up the phone or email and we will listen and offer 

the support where we can and if unable to help directly  we will 

advise as to who you can contact. 

Please take care and look after yourselves  

Mrs Robinson  

mailto:admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk


 

 

Food a Fact of Life  

Take a look at https://
www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/
recipes/ where you can find a 
range of recipes for all ages 
with varying complexity! 

 
Why not send in a photo of what you have made, 
tell us what skills you have learned, what you liked 
about etc. and we will share it on the newsletter.   

Daily Fitness Challenges  
 

Day 1—Jumps (10 tuck jumps, 10 one-foot hops, 10 star jumps) 

Day 2—How many squats can you complete in a minute?  
Try to look like a sumo! 

Day 3— Yoga https://www.youtube.com/c/CosmicKidsYoga/videos  

Day 4— Put on your favourite song and dance non-stop until the music ends 

Day 5— Fill up a balloon and don’t let it touch the ground! 

Day 6— Complete a Joe Wicks work out 

Day 7— Walk like a crab 

This week, go on a nature walk. Explore the textures 
that you can feel, the sounds that you can hear, the 
smells that you can smell. As you are walking take a 

number of deep breaths. How do you feel at the end of 
your walk? 

Answer on next 
week’s newsletter! 
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We have been blown away with the quality of 
work being created by children this week. Well 

done to everyone who has been completing 
their remote learning on Tapestry and Google 
Classroom. Take a look at some of the work 

that has been completed this week. 

Nursery 

This week in Nursery we have been thinking about 
Goldilocks and the three bears. 

We have enjoyed dancing, singing and counting, and 
making porridge. 

Reception 

This week we have been reading The Gruffalo by 
Julia Donaldson. The children have enjoyed describ-
ing the Gruffalo, creating their own Gruffalo's and 
even doing some Gruffalo yoga! They also worked 

very hard on using the vocabulary more, less or the 
same during Maths! 

Year 1  

Year 1's Creative Activity on Monday was to create an 
alien using their own materials! The children designed, 

labelled and then made it using objects they have found 
around their house. They had lots of fun!  

We have also designed and labelled a spacesuit. Did you 
know the term astronaut means ‘sailor amongst the 

stars’? 

Special mention goes to  

Charlie W in Year 4 for his consistently 

outstanding work on Google Classroom 

this week!  



 

 

 
Year 3  

Year 3 have worked incredibly hard this week producing non-
chronological reports about an animal that they have created from 
their won imagination! The children took up the I'm A Celebrity PE 

Challenge and really impressed us with their determination to gain as 
many stars as possible - it was great to see the pictures of them 

working so hard and many of them even managed to get other mem-
bers of their family to join in too! Our Maths lessons have focused on 
multiplication and division and we've seen great examples of children 
using a range of methods to solve the calculations. It's been lovely to 
see pictures of children using all sorts of different objects (such as 

pasta and Lego) to help them find the correct answers. 

 
Year 4  

We have been extremely busy in Year 4 this week. In maths, we 
have been learning how to divide and multiply two/three-digit num-
bers with a single digit number and applying our knowledge to problem 

solving tasks.   

We have continued to study The Iron Man by Ted Hughes. We have 
looked at the character Hogarth and wrote a diary entry from his 

perspective. We made a list of pros and cons as to whether the Iron 
Man should be trapped or not and wrote a paragraph explaining our 

reasons for this.  

In DT this week we have been creative and designed and made 3-D 
models of the Iron Man. What a fabulous effort made by Year 4.  

 
Year 2 

In Year 2 this week the children have been 
continuing with their Antarctic themed les-
sons; learning about the life cycle of a pen-
guin, making their own cardboard penguin, writing 

the beginning of a story and equal and unequal 
groups in Maths. Miss Talbot and Mrs Camoccio 

have been blown away by all of the fantastic work 
submitted by the Year 2 children and really could-

n't be any prouder of you all! 



 

 
Year 5  

One of our creative sessions, year 5 have 
been designing and creating Mayan Masks, 
as an introduction to our topic this term 
‘The Mysterious Mayans’. The children 
needed to choose how they made their 
masks and use a variety of resources. 

 
Year 6  

This week year 6 have explored how 
to simply fractions and how to find 

equivalent fractions. We have looked 
at collective nouns, higher level ad-
jectives and adverbs to improve and 
up level our writing. We have contin-
ued our learning about cyber bullying 

and the effects this has.  

 

Well done to everyone who 
has completed work this week. Re-

member, once you submit and 
share your completed work on 

Tapestry or Google Classroom your 
teacher sends you feedback on the 

work that you have done! 

Our top rockers this week are Falcon class! 

Well done for rocking the most this week and practicing your 
times tables! They got a combined percent of 82%  

Which class will it be next week? Get practicing and rock on! 

The holder of the official Guinness World Records title 'Highest score achieved on Times Tables 

Rock Stars in one minute'. is a boy called Nadub who scored an incredible 196 in 60 seconds. 

That's more than 3 per second! 



 

 

If a child is poorly… This is a worrying 

time for parents.  Self-isolation, social 

distancing, the fear of infection in hospi-

tal, are all things which may delay par-

ents seeking help for a sick child.  

This could cause a child to be-

come more poorly than they 

should do.  Parents are advised 

to look at this checklist of symp-

toms and what to do in each in-

stance.  Parents should seek 

medical advice if they are worried 

about their child – and trust their 

instinct.  

Essex Child & Family Wellbeing Service: https://
essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/ 

Essex Effective Support: https://
www.essexeffectivesupport.org.uk/ 

Essex Local Offer: http://
www.essexlocaloffer.org.uk/ 

Essex Map: https://www.essexmap.co.uk/ 
Essex Schools Info Link; https://
schools.essex.gov.uk/pupils/
Emotion-
al_Wellbeing_and_Mental_Health_Information_Po
rtal_for_Schools/Pages/default.aspx 
Getting Help in Essex: https://www.essex-
gethelp.uk/SNAP: http://www.snapcharity.org/
index.php/information 
Southend Essex Thurrock Domestic Abuse Board 
(SETDAB): https://setdab.org/ 
Southend Learning Network: https://
www.southendlearningnetwork.co.uk/
educationalpsychology 

Support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online includes:  

 https://www.internetmatters.org/ - for support for parents and carers to 
keep their children safe online ·  
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/ - for support for parents and careers from the 
NSPCC ·  
 https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ - for advice from the National Crime Agency 
to stay safe online ·  
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/ - advice for 
parents and carers  

https://www.triplep-parenting.uk.net/uk/
hot-parenting-topics/parenting-during-covid-
19/ 

 

https://www.triplep-parenting.uk.net/uk/
hot-parenting-topics/parenting-teens-during-
covid-19/ 

Teaching Road Safety: A Guide for Parents https://

www.rospa.com/media/documents/road-safety/teaching-road-

safety-a-guide-for-parents.pdf 
 

Safety First – Cycling at Night https://

www.cycletraining.co.uk/cycle-training-and-cycle-safety/

safety-first-cycling-at-night/ 
 

Teaching road safety: guide for educators https://

www.brake.org.uk/assets/docs/Teachroadsafetyguide-

Sept14.pdf 
 

Road safety teaching resources for children https://

www.think.gov.uk/education-resources/ 
 

Be Bright, Be Seen Poster https://6282.s3-eu-west-

1.amazonaws.com/Be_Bright_Be_Seen-A5-Flyer.pdf 
 

Keeping children safe during lockdown and beyond - Parents’ 

pack https://www.capt.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?

IDMF=44e36e43-bd5e-4dd0-acae-e040f37fe2ef  
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